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Protecting Shoreham'’s
riverine habitat

Introducing Friends of
Adur SSSI

How you can make a difference to protect the gem in our midst.
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Introduction

Where is the Adur Estuary SSSI?
What is a SSSI?

Why is the Adur Estuary a SSSI?
Why do we need a Friends group?
How we are helping

The future
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Where Is the Adur SSSI?
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What Is a SSSI?

A Site of Special Scientific Interest
A Designations are under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

ASHIRNDecqRYUt WyYOWae¢UT YsUWI + WdeRUG! W ¢ W It R
A Landowners which are a public body have a duty to prevent deterioration
A ¢caqel ¢cGWEUNDGcUTl k+ W YOGUWWet Wewt q¢cagqeqV¥Y! ' WHYT
duties, and to ensure the SSSI is not damaged by third parties.

A High level of protectiontHz q UG Y GG I WI YUk qWt UYs We HY 2 q WR q

FRIgy,, A There is constant disturbance, but little is being done to reduce this.
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The Legislation (1)
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

A Section 28Ey 16 JKOY s UJJI KOY | KOY HHe GRIJJ RYntoc U! Of ¢ Ul IORUH
Acet DY KOGl 0RqOgYKOHIJKOHCET | RIJI KOYe2qucec U! KOY GIJI ¢

A These are the relevant entries on the ORNEC list for the Adur SSSI:

7. Dumping, spreading or discharge of any materials.

10The killing or removal of any wild animal*, including pest control.

11 The destruction, displacement, removal or cutting? of any plant or plant remains, including tree,
shrub, herb, hedge, dead or decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungusolgldf, turf.

16b Coastal fishing or fisheries management and seafood or marine life collection, and changes in
coastal fishing practice or fisheries management and seafood or marine life collection, including the
use of traps or fish cages.

18 Bait digging in intertidal areas.

26Use of vehicles or craft likely to damage or disturb features of interest.

1SS WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSIL.ORG.UK



The Legislation (2)

An authority which is also a landowner in the SSSI (l.e. AWDC, West
Sussex Country Council) has a general duty to:

uaqVYHagcect IJKOI B¢t YUCHGUO qlJGt naYIOnel

enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physmgraphlcal
niJcael IJt FOH! Ol W¢ct YUKYNHs 6§ RAHG H0ag 6 13 1C
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The Legislation (3)

ADuties on the general public too:
AUnder section 28P (6) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,

It Is an offence for a member of the public to knowingly,
Intentionally or recklessly destroy, damage or disturb the flora,
fauna, geological or physiological features of an area for which it is

designhated as a SSSI

FR15~0
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The Adur Estuary In the pak00
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Why Is the Adur Estuary a SSSI?

AAdur Estuary SSSI designated in 1987

ADesignation:

u I 21 KOEt qe ¢ Harbinrepsesent theOohly sigitificant areas of
saltmarsh between Chichester and PaghantHarboursin West Sussex, and
EcUI s RAOK7 ¢! KORUKuU JUapaCO
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Salt marsh Iocatlons
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Designation
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COUNTY: WEST SUSSEX SITE NAME: ADUR ESTUARY
DISTRICT: ADUR

Status: Site of Special Scientific Interest (S551) notified under Section 28 of the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981,

Local Planning Authority: ADUR DISTRICT COUNCIL

Mational Grid Reference: TQ 208 056 Area: 62.2 (ha.) 153.6 (ac.)
Ordnance Survey Sheet 1:50,000: 197 1:10,000: TQ 20 NW

Date MNotified (Under 1949 Act): - Date of Last Revision: -
Date Notified (Under 1981 Act): 1987 Date of Last Revision: -
Other Information:

This 15 a new site. Part of the site is an RSPE Reserve.

Reasons for Notification:

The Adur Estuary, together with Rye Harbour further to the east, represent the only
significant areas of saltmarsh between Chichester and Pagham Harbours in West Sussex,
and Sandwich Bay in Kent, The estuarine plant communities are unusual due to the relative
scarcity of cord-grass, Spartina spp. The large area of intertidal mudflats within the estuary
are important for a variety of wading birds.

Saltmarsh plants fringe most of the estuary and in places have colonised large areas of
mudflats. Sea purslane Halimione portaculoides dominates most of the areas above mean
high water mark, and annual seablite Suaeda maritima is also extremely frequent in these
areas. Towards the mean low water mark, glasswort Salicornia sp. is dominant and sea
aster Aster tripolium becomes more abundant. Other species are scattered throughout the
saltmarsh community, including common sea lavender Limoniuwm vulgare, thrift Armeria
maritima, sea plantain Plantago maritima and sea poa grass, Puccinella maritima. Cord
grass Spariina spp. is noticeably absent from most of the estuary, but a small stand does
grow southeast of the Old Shoreham Bridge.

At the landward margin of the saltmarsh a variety of herbs and shrubs are frequent,
including mugwort Artemisia viulgaris, orache Amiplex spp., teasel Dipsacus fullonum,
yarrow Achillea millefolium and elm Ulmies procera.

The intertidal mudflats of the Adur Estuary support a number of wading birds, pa.rticular}:y
redshank, dunlin and ringed plover. The number of ringed plover regularly exceed 1% o
the total British population, making the estuary of national importance for this species. A
variety of species breed within the reedbed adjacent to the estuary north of the A27,
including moorhen, reed warbler and sedge warbler.

The estuary embankment near the car park supports a large colony of viviparous lizards,
Lacerta vivipara.

WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSI.ORG.UK



Species listed In the designation

AKey saltmarsh plants:
A Sea purslane

A Seablight
A Glasswort
A Sea Aster

AOther plants: sea lavender, thrift, sea plantain, segoa grass, cord grass

ABirds:
A Dunlin,
ARinged Plover,

A Redshank

e, AlLacerta viviparar common lizard
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Sea Purslane
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Glasswort
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Common |
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Ringed Plover

A c100 in late summer
c30-40 in winter

& A Much declined on the Adur Estuary
300- 400 in 1990s

WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSIL.ORG.UK



Ringed plover
migration
map

A Credit: Time to Fliyby Jim
Flegg, published by the
British Trust for Ornithology
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Ringed Plovarspecial interest species

Ringed Plover Peak Gount since SS9 Qreated

.««5 per. Mov. Avg. (Peak Gount)

— Peak Gount

500

450

400

350

o o
Lo o
N N

UNQD ead

300

150

100

>
WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSI.ORG.UK



Dunlin

AWinter
visitor &
passage
migrant

Ac100 last
winter

AMuch
declined
hundreds In

1990s
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Dunlin
Migration
map

A Credit: Time to Flyby Jim
Flegg, published by the
British Trust for Ornithology
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Irreversible decline extinction risk
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Why do we need a Friends Group?

AThere is no otheprganisationwhich aims to bring together the
community, landowners and authorities to ensure the interests of
the SSSI and the wildlife that depend on it are a priority.

AL andowners: Norfolk Estate, WSCC, RSPB, houdmat owners
A&WDC.

ADifferent authorities: Natural England, Marine Management
Organisation, Port Authority, A&W Council, WSCC, Environment
Agency, Sussex IFCA.

AThe more visible the Friends group is, the more effective the
m%%pressure IS to look after the area properly.

1SS WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSIL.ORG.UK



Pressures

Mean average (bar) vs number of respondents who ranked it the greatest pressure (line)

6000 250

5000

200
4000
150
3000
100
2000
50
1000
0 n
Pollution Climate UrbanDev. Climate Plastic  Rural Dev. Farming Too many Non- Man made
(industrial change (newhousing change  pollution (newhousing incagri. visitors/ native modifications
/household (more etc in/near (sea level away from run off users plants/ e.g. weirs
including storms/  urban areas) change) existing animals
sewage) drought, settlements)
temp
F
RIE~O changes)

www.adur-river-recovery.org
1SS° WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSIL.ORG.UK

(L7
0y 40°



N
SRCAE Adur Estuary SSSI Pressure Points
: : }

Pressure Points

Low

Medum

High

Very High

Adur Estuary SSSI §

Contains Crdnance Survey Data (<)

o el WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSI.ORG.UK

e -— .
ez, G, Basttey Oeagrpidm, CHBRINAme DO, USDW, UG, AarolGnD, 1684, wd

v
e
- > ot v 0 ~
BN 3 ' =




What Is the Friends Group doing? (1)

OurMission
ATo protect and preserve the Adur SSSI through advocacy,

education, and engagement.

Wework with otherstowards a thriving future for all who enjoy and
dependon the SSSlandthe wider river system

FR15~0
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What Is the friends group doing? (2)

ALiaising with different recreational user groups of the river.

ASuggesting codes of conduct, ways of minimising disturbance

FR15~0
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General Code of Conduct

General

Consider only using those footpaths on the edges of the river.
On the East bank the paved Downs-Link path, and
On the Western side, the raised embankment.

Using some of those unofficial ‘paths’ through the salt-marsh can result
in disturbance of birds and damage to the delicate plantlife. The photo
here is an example of an unofficial path to avoid.
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Dog walking code of conduct
Dog Walking DOGS OF THE

GVG/P,.DOG “
o Keep your dog on a lead or under close control (e.g. not running
towards birds resting and feeding) and keep to the official footpaths

while walking along the river and estuary.

The Adur River Recovery project

o Please scoop that poop, and bin it - bagged and abandoned is just is runmiig iespensikls dog
as bad! walking campaign and we are
: . . , looking for River Recovery dogs
* Please avoid letting your dog enter the water, particularly if they are t6 Flks Ewereiess of ,
%0

medicated or carrying flea treatment. responsible dog walking. 4°

Could you and your dog

We work closely with the Adur River Recovery Project - find out more here about be ambassadors?

how your dog can become an ambassador for the river: https://www.adur-river- Help us to share the message of
the importance of responsible
dog walking and wildlife 3¢
conservation along the Adur.

recovery.org/news-stories/river-recovery-dogs

MORE INFO adurrecovery@kneppwildlandfoundation.org

WWW.FRIENDSOFADURSSSI.ORG.UK



Paddling code of conduct

Paddling (Kayaking, Paddleboarding)

Stay in the main river channel

Launch at designated slip ways rather than over the salt marsh

or mudflats.

Enjoy wildlife—look, don’t linger and if necessary try to get low on
your paddleboard.

Keep your distance, especially at low tide

Avoid frightening-off birds, as this stops them eating and resting.
Consider avoiding avoiding December to March to protect
overwintering birds in the most difficult months for them.

Clean, Check and Dry your equipment to prevent the spread of non-

native species. https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-
do/check-clean-dry/
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Baitdigging

Observe local byelaws, regulations and access arrangements which
affect the use of the coast, or access to permanently and seasonally
closed areas

Collect bait sustainably

Back fill holes for safety, and to maintain the intertidal habitat

Be aware of local hazards and conditions

Avoid disturbing wildlife wherever possible

Replace all rocks and stones as you found them, seaweed side up
Don’t dig around moorings, slipways and sea walls

Take all your litter home.

Clean, Check and Dry your equipment to prevent the spread of non-
native species. https://www.nonnativespecies.org/what-can-i-
do/check-clean-dry/

Bait digging codsf conduct
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Wingfollingcode of conduct
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