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Where is the Adur SSSI?



What is a SSSI? 
ÅSite of Special Scientific Interest

ÅDesignations are under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Å§ĤũŔŊċƣŔŸŰƚШŸŰШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚШůċŔŰũǃШШыċШĬĲƚŔŊŰċƣŔŸŰШĦċŰШŊŸШŸƻĲƖШċŰǃŸŰĲќƚШũċŰĬьЮШ

ÅLandowners which are a public body have a duty to prevent deterioration

Å ċƣƨƖċũШEŰŊũċŰĬќƚШƖŸũĲШċƚШċШƚƣċƣƨƣŸƖǃШĤŸĬǃШŔƚШƣŸШƽŸƖťШƽŔƣőШũċŰĬŸƽŰĲƖƚШƣŸШŉƨũŉŔũũШƣőĲŔƖШ
duties, and to ensure the SSSI is not damaged by third parties.

ÅHigh level of protection тĤƨƣШƓĲŸƓũĲШĬŸŰќƣШťŰŸƽШċĤŸƨƣШŔƣ
ÅThere is constant disturbance, but little is being done to reduce this. 



The Legislation (1) 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

ÅSection 28E џƣőĲЮŸƽŰĲƖЮŸƖЮŸĦĦƨƓŔĲƖЮŸŉЮċŰǃЮũċŰĬЮŔŰĦũƨĬĲĬЮŔŰЮċЮÉÉÉfЮƚőċũũЮŰŸƣиĦċƖƖǃЮŸƨƣеЮŸƖЮ
ĦċƨƚĲЮŸƖЮƓĲƖůŔƣЮƣŸЮĤĲЮĦċƖƖŔĲĬЮŸƨƣиċŰǃЮŸƓĲƖċƣŔŸŰЮƚƓĲĦŔŉŔĲĬЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮŰŸƣŔŉŔĦċƣŔŸŰѠЮ

ÅThese are the relevant entries on the ORNEC list for the Adur SSSI:

7. Dumping, spreading or discharge of any materials.
10The killing or removal of any wild animal*, including pest control. 
11 The destruction, displacement, removal or cutting of any plant or plant remains, including tree, 
shrub, herb, hedge, dead or decaying wood, moss, lichen, fungus, leaf-mould, turf. 
16b Coastal fishing or fisheries management and seafood or marine life collection, and changes in 
coastal fishing practice or fisheries management and seafood or marine life collection, including the 
use of traps or fish cages. 
18 Bait digging in intertidal areas. 
26Use of vehicles or craft likely to damage or disturb features of interest. 
27Recreational or other activities likely to damage or disturb features of interest. 



The Legislation (2)

An authority which is also a landowner in the SSSI (i.e. AWDC, West 
Sussex Country Council) has a general duty to:

џƣŸЮƣċťĲЮƖĲċƚŸŰċĤũĲЮƚƣĲƓƚиƣŸЮŉƨƖƣőĲƖЮƣőĲЮĦŸŰƚĲƖƻċƣŔŸŰЮċŰĬЮ
enhancement of the flora, fauna or geological or physiographical 
ŉĲċƣƨƖĲƚЮĤǃЮƖĲċƚŸŰЮŸŉЮƽőŔĦőЮƣőĲЮƚŔƣĲЮŔƚЮċЮÉÉÉfдѠ



The Legislation (3)

ÅDuties on the general public too:
ÅUnder section 28P (6) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,

it is an offence for a member of the public to knowingly,  
intentionally or recklessly destroy, damage or disturb the flora, 
fauna, geological or physiological features of an area for which it is 
designated as a SSSI



The Adur Estuary in the past -1500





Why is the Adur Estuary a SSSI?

ÅAdur Estuary SSSI designated in 1987

ÅDesignation: 

џ ĬƨƖЮEƚƣƨċƖǃЮиЮƽŔƣőЮÅǃĲЮHarbour represent the only significant  areas of 
saltmarsh between Chichester and Pagham Harbours in West Sussex, and 
ÉċŰĬƽŔĦőЮ7ċǃЮŔŰЮuĲŰƣдѠ



Salt marsh locations



Designation



Species listed in the designation
ÅKey saltmarsh plants:
ÅSea purslane
ÅSeablight
ÅGlasswort
ÅSea Aster

ÅOther plants: sea lavender, thrift, sea plantain, sea poa grass, cord grass

ÅBirds: 
ÅDunlin, 
ÅRinged Plover, 
ÅRedshank

ÅLacerta vivipara тcommon lizard



Sea Purslane



Sea Blight



Glasswort



Common lizard



Ringed Plover

Åc100 in late summer
c30-40 in winter

ÅMuch declined on the Adur Estuary
300 - 400 in 1990s



Ringed plover 
migration 
map

ÅCredit: Time to Flyby Jim 
Flegg, published by the 
British Trust for Ornithology



Ringed Plover тspecial interest species
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Dunlin

ÅWinter 
visitor & 
passage 
migrant

Åc100 last 
winter

ÅMuch 
declined 
hundreds in 
1990s



Dunlin 
Migration 
map

ÅCredit: Time to Flyby Jim 
Flegg, published by the 
British Trust for Ornithology



Irreversible decline тextinction risk



Why do we need a Friends Group?

ÅThere is no other organisationwhich aims to bring together the 
community, landowners and authorities to ensure the interests of 
the SSSI and the wildlife that depend on it are a priority.
ÅLandowners: Norfolk Estate, WSCC, RSPB, house-boat owners 

A&WDC.
ÅDifferent authorities: Natural England, Marine Management 

Organisation, Port Authority, A&W Council, WSCC, Environment 
Agency, Sussex IFCA.
ÅThe more visible the Friends group is, the more effective the 

pressure is to look after the area properly.



Pressures





What is the Friends Group doing? (1)

OurMission

ÅTo protect and preserve the Adur SSSI through advocacy, 
education, and engagement. 

Wework with others towards a thriving future for all who enjoy and
dependon the SSSI,and the wider river system.



What is the friends group doing? (2)

ÅLiaising with different recreational user groups of the river.

ÅSuggesting codes of conduct, ways of minimising disturbance.



General Code of Conduct





Dog walking code of conduct



Paddling code of conduct



Bait digging code of conduct



Wingfoilingcode of conduct


