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LOVING WHERE WE LIVE

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS IN
SHOREHAM-BY-SEA
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Dear Members

I have the pleasure of guest editing this
edition of the Journal, which | hope you
find informative and thought provoking.

The film ‘Back to the Future’ was a big hit
in 1985, the Society’s first full year. The
moral of the film is that your future is not
set, but rather shaped by your actions and
choices in the present, encouraging
personal responsibility to create a better
life. This is rather apt given the Society’s
principles and ethos. The things
Shoreham'’s residents and decision makers
did or didn't do 40 years ago shaped the
town we live and work in now, and the
things we do or don’t do now will shape its
future.

In this edition we go back in time via the
Society’s archive of 40 years of Journals,
reflecting on what was, what happened
and what could be. For our next edition |
will hand the baton to Dr Bob Howlett, who
will focus on the future.

Reading 40 years of Journals filled me with
admiration for some remarkable people

Shoreham is changing - and fast. Local people need
to have a say in how the town develops. That's why
The Shoreham Society exists.

The Society is an independent voice for all who care about the

town of Shoreham-by-Sea. lts remit covers planning,

Attending an AGM, volunteering at events, or even becoming a
member of the Committee - there are many ways you can get
involved.

www.shorehamsociety.org.uk

THE SHOREHAM
SOCIETY ON-LINE

Our website and social media are the
best way to get a flavour of the range of
things The Shoreham Society does. Here
are some highlights available via the QR
code:
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40 Years of Change
and Community

The Shoreham Society was formed in response to

concerns over the lack of meaningful planning
control in the town. Since then, and in response to
members’ concerns about the climate,
environment, transport and social cohesion, the
Society has evolved to focus on the themes we

have today.

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

Shoreham is a reflection of wider
society. In the past its numerous
pubs were packed with people
spreading information and debating.
Times have changed, with half those
pubs gone and individuals posting
diametrically opposed views on
social media - at least the fights are
now verbal and not physical. Services
for young people have changed too.
Who remembers the Adur Leisure
Mobile, the Monday Night Disco at
the Shoreham Centre, and the BMX
track on the Adur Rec?

But the people of Shoreham have
found new ways to come together, to
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share common interests for their
enjoyment or to effect change. There
are dozens of groups and societies
that now exist for Shoreham’s
residents who enjoy volunteering,
cycling, making, the spoken word,
art, the environment, heritage, nature
... the list goes on. The people of
Shoreham also come together
routinely at the East Street markets
and various festivals, and for
campaigns - like the successful one
to save the Poplar tree on Brighton
Road.

It is these events, probably more that
Facebook et al, that are helping to
preserve and grow a sense of
belonging and community spirit. This

is why the Shoreham Society
actively promotes awareness of
groups and their activities.

In 40 years will we see a shift away
from social media, as people
reembrace the value of face-to-face
engagement?

GETTING AROUND IN SHOREHAM

In the 1980s the term ‘electric
vehicle’ was the sole reserve of the
Sinclaire C5, cycling around town
was the preserve of a handful of
commuting school children, buses
had conductors and many open
tops in the summer (buses, not the
conductors), and walking wasn’t
generally considered a leisure
pursuit.

Improvements in the first two -
electric cars and cycling take-up -
cannot be totally attributed to local
conditions. Shoreham does not have
an abundance of public charging
points or miles of cycle lanes. People
are turning to electric cars for
reasons like lower running costs and
environmental concerns; and cycling
for improved health, cost-of-living
pressures, and the rising popularity
of electric bikes. In the future it is
very likely that most cars will be
electric, but will it be any easier to
cycle around Shoreham?



Nowadays many people walk for
pleasure, and this has been made
easier along the river, the shoreline,
and to / from the town centre and
beach. In 40 years’ time will the
boardwalk have been widened and
extended to Widewater, or all town
centre pavements made even?

A VIBRANT TOWN CENTRE

40 years ago, the town centre was
vibrant with a good range of
practical shops, more pubs and its
principal supermarket (Key Markets,
then Gateway). With the advent of
East Street pedestrianisation many
assumed it would negatively impact
trade - people no longer being able
to park outside their favourite shops.
But to the contrary, pedestrianisation
has reinvigorated the area and
drawn people to visit and settle in
Shoreham. Councils have done much
to make the town centre more
appealing with plants, benches, cycle
racks, markets, special events and
the occasional busker on sunny days.

TR A I

Independent retailers should also
take credit for creating an
environment people want to spend
time in. These are tough economic
times, both in terms of people’s
disposable income and retail
margins, and the town’s vibrancy is
once again challenged. The ebb and
flow of the town centre will, as in
previous times, largely mirror the
broader economy. But its survival will
also depend on residents doing their
part, by making the choice, whenever
possible, to spend locally.

HAVING A LOCAL SAY

Since its beginning, the Shoreham
Society has engaged authorities to
influence them or campaign head-on
when needed. It has been a constant
voice against a backdrop of
revolving councillors, emerging and
disappearing political parties, and
pending local council restructuring.
Its various publications, website,
social media, and talks have helped
educate and promote awareness. But

Our environment has always
been important to the Shoreham
Society, but now the
environment is a significant
concern for everyone. Locally we
have seen the storm of 1987
decimate trees, beach shingle
being continually replenished, a
flood wall built, diminished
wildlife diversity, increased air
pollution, decreased water
quality, overdevelopment ...
Many aspects of our
environment were
unquestionable constants,
reassuring us as other aspects
of our lives changed. This is no
longer true, and our inability to
address this internationally or
nationally is worrying, so it is
now imperative that we all take
responsibility for the things we
can in our local environment
Shoreham will continue to
change over the next 40 years -
that is certain - but what is
uncertain is form that will take
and the ramifications for its
residents.

shorehamsociety.org.uk
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LOVING WHERE WE LIVE

DEPENDENCE ON VOLUNTEERS

Over the years an army of volunteers have put on events
that bring the town and its people together to entertain
and inform, enrich lives and leave lasting memories. The
examples are numerous - Beach bonfire nights, the Adur
Bathtub Race, mud football, Dragon Boat Race, BMX
racing on the Adur Rec, sports days on Beach Green,
Wordfest, Beach Dreams, Heritage Open Days and many
events on Coronation Green. Shoreham has a rich
calendar, with events taking place throughout the year;
whether you wrap yourself up to take part in Light Up
Shoreham, or saunter from venue-to-venue in the summer
soaking up the sun and everything the Adur Art Trail has
to offer.
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CUTULRAL AND ARTS CENTRE!

Whether it’s the spoken word, visual arts or music, other
towns take a sideways glance and marvel at the diversity,
quality and volume of events created by some very
talented residents. Once you get involved in organising or
participating in these events you become aware that
many rely on the same small set of volunteers. This helps
the groups foster strong bonds, align and support each
other when needed, but it also puts pressure on few
individuals. However, there is help on the way, with the
migration of enthusiastic and energetic DFLs (Down from
London) and ex-Brightonians eager to embrace many of
the things that drew them to Shoreham.



The Society’s Autumn 2006
Journal contained an
enthusiastic article about
the recent purchase of the
Parcel Force site for
redevelopment.

“The area adjacent to the Shoreham
Yacht Club's quarters has been
bought for development by the
Urban Life company. The large site
contained the Parcel Force
operational buildings and vehicle
parking, and its position has great
potential, separated from the river
only by the narrow waterfront of the
Surry Boatyard. Urban Life are
working on a development plan that
will probably propose a mix of
buildings such as residential,
restaurants, hotel and other service

rink, much used and loved by young
families and teenagers - especially
on drab days. Today Mariner Point
occupies the site, and as with other
developments along the WHA, what
was built fell short of the initial vision
which was enthusiastically socialised
and approved.

Many of the negative aspects of the
WHA developments are well known
and often discussed - lack of unified
vision, poor infrastructure planning,
limited parking etc. - but we should
be thankful that these are brownfield
sites. Prior to this, many of the
town’s major developments
decimated open fields, such as
Greenacres, the Buckingham Estate,
the Herb Estate, and imagine the
horror as the shingle spit south of

the town was built over in the first
half Af tha 20th Frantiirg!

repurposing offices or industrial
buildings for residential use should
be a major consideration. A good
example of this, in the heart of the
town, is Oyster Quay with its nine
houses - previously Department for
Work and Pensions offices.

What would you repurpose?
Let us know!

NO GREEN, MORE BROWN

Let’s hope over the next 40 years
that any new homes continue to be
built on brownfield sites, after all,
who would want to see the airport
become a housing estate, half the
Adur Recreation Ground given over
to flats, houses built on the Mill Hill

shorehamsociety.org.uk
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as a shopping centre. Shops which
become vacant for long periods are
likely to deteriorate through lack of
maintenance and eventually become
targets for re-development. The
economic situation is only one factor
causing a growing number of empty
shops.

Traffic in the High Street, lack of
town centre parking, and proposed
new superstores at Holmbush are
persuading potential entrepreneurs
to look elsewhere or abandon the
traditional shop with its high rent,
rates and maintenance in favour of
markets and boot sales!

Traffic calming measures proposed
in the new draft Local Plan 1991 will
give welcome reduction of traffic
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SNOrT Term DUt CanNnot proviae a iong
term solution. The High Street's gain
will be someone else’s loss.

There are no proposals in the draft
plan for improving town centre
parking. Pedestrianisation is a
welcome initiative to make the part
of the town centre more attractive to
traders and shoppers, but its effect
on the vitality of the High Street
needs to be considered.

Removal of through-traffic from the
High Street via appropriate
alternative routes is the only sensible
long term solution. We have a major
parallel route (A27) within a mile, so
why not push through onto this via
suitable link roads?

A joint committee of local, port and

proposea a Iink Trom tne port 10 e
A27 at Fishersgate, where there is a
reasonable gap in the development.
Adur Council rejects this solution. It
wants Hove to provide a link road
within the Hove boundary, even
though much of the traffic passes
through Adur!

Worthing Borough Council has
proposed a link road in the Sompting
Gap: so Adur has counter-proposed
a link road in the Lancing-Sompting
gap because this would provide
traffic benefits to Adur. We feel that
these proposed policies are
inconsistent. We feel that if link
roads were built at Fishersgate and
Lancing, then Shoreham High Street
could possibly be closed to through
traffic.”



infrastructure debt, so should this

Groups of teenagers wandered from model be extended? Will the next 35 station, creating a town centre with
shop-to-shop on Soturdcy. years finally see Pond Road become ambitions beyond market days,
aftern?ons, parents sourcing a town square and pedestrianisation capable of hosting large events and
essentials before a new school term, extended up to the approach of the festivals?

NEW RESIDENTS GIVE HOPE

shorehamsociety.org.uk 9



LOVING WHERE WE LIVE

SHOREHAM PEOPLE

You might well have been wondering who has provided the photographs for this edition of The Journal. As guest
editor, | would be remiss if | didn't call upon talented local photographer Sarah Sutherland-Rowe, aka my wife, to
provide the fabulous images that complement and enhance these pages.
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The Back Page

In each edition of The Journal we will be introducing you to a member of the Committee. We will also be

featuring some of the fantastic creativity that makes Shoreham-by-Sea such a great place to live.

Meet the Team Creatives’ Corner

I am Just an incomer, Not a reail snorenamite, naving

e P ' Roads down which we sang in unison
moved here jus years ago!

At first - a common purpose in clear view,
WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT LIVING IN SHOREHAM? But in a while, when clouds obscure the sun,
We turn and twist - our faces rearranged -

Facilities of a small town, near the city, in close proximity Our voices more discordant, and now few
, .

to the countryside, sea and river. Selection of pubs and

restaurants nearby, Good arts community. Yet after all, the years bear forth their fruit,
Matured and sweet, and deeper than we know,

1M AZALL AT ALTALAIAF ALIF THILIA A RALIT ALIAREL L L WhAan caftanad linacs and chadaue fallavg ~nidd
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